




3 EDITOR’S NOTE

4 DIRECTOR’S WORD

6 OUR TEAM

8 WORLD EVENTS 2019/20

10-21 CLASS PAGES

22 IT

23 CRAZY HAIR DAY/ GUESS WHO?!

24 OH THE PLACES WE’VE BEEN!

26 EXCITING EVENTS

28 SPORTS ACHIEVEMENTS

29 SPORTS

30 COOL CLUBS

32 BIG SMALL WORLD

34 SUNFLOWER IN MY SUPPER

35 KIV-ECO-NI

36 IN LOVING MEMORY OF SAM

37 TUNING IN 

38 ART AND ARTISTS

40 SCOUTS

40 FRENCH

41 KISWAHILI

42 SCHOOL COUNCIL

42 OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES

43 PROJECT BASED LEARNING

44 INSIGHTS ON TERM THEMES

45 LEAVER’S PAGE

46 BEYOND KIVUKONI

47 SCHOOL BOARD

49 COLOURING PAGE

CONTENTS Editor’s Note
This school year, 2019-20, has been especially unique glob-
ally, and certainly at Kivukoni as well. Through the year, we 
worked towards a yearbook themed on Diversity. But the year 
revealed a different value from students, staff and parents 
alike: Resilience- the ability to bounce back during and after a 
difficult situation. 
Term 1 brought the challenge of depicting a beautiful Kenyan 
documentary, the Elephant Queen, as the enigmatic onstage 
drama: ‘The Big Small World’, in collaboration with the Youth 
Theatre of Kenya. And what a whirlwind that was! Students 
acted and danced their hearts out and displayed the story 
of characters Stephen the goose, the dung beetles and many 
more. It was a team effort by Kivukoni. Soon after, the Junior 
play, ‘Sunflower in my Supper’ showcased a tale about Daisy 
the sweet cow, in honour of Mama Zak, a beloved member of 
the Kivukoni community. Students remembered and celebrat-
ed her with plays, with the sunflower paintings in the dining 
hall and by planting sunflowers. Our term’s theme was Em-
pathy, and students internalised and practiced it through and 
through. 
Term 2 rolled around and we learned 
about Perseverance, and students 
pushed their boundaries, testing their 
grit. We watched and learned about 
a distant illness, learning about safe-
ty measures and hoping for covid19 
to stay off our shores. But Covid19 
travelled the world and finally arrived 
in Kenya, and students suddenly 
switched to learning from home- 
with teachers and staff scrambling to deliver the lessons and 
reources. Despite the uncertainty, the Kivukoni community 
persevered.
Term 3 arrived, and we were ready with online platforms- 
teachers, students and parents alike learned to navigate 
online school. We all fumbled and stumbled but eventually 
we learned to walk. This term’s theme was Independence, and 
students learned to be much more autonomous.
The ability to be resilient requires us to be adaptable- like 
water that takes the form of the container! We’ve had fun with 
watercolours when putting this yearbook together, adapting to 
the strange circumstances, and you’ll find the creative ways in 
which Kivukoni community adapted and bounced back in the 
pages ahead.

Lucy, Rupal and Eunice 3



Well this was NOT just another year of colorful creativity, dynamic learning and 
fantastic sportsmanship - oh no!  This was a year that everyone, all around the world, 
will remember; 2020 – the Covid year.
It all began much as planned; school continuing to grow from strength to 
strength, students continuing to shine, be it in class, on the pitch or on the stage.  
From physical theatre with YTK to chess champions, sports victories and 
sunflowers, the growth and daily buzz from Monday to Saturday was 
unstoppable – or so we thought!
It was Friday, March 13th, the day before the eagerly anticipated 
Kivukoni Family Fair when  -‘Wham’ – Corona Virus cases were confirmed in 
Kenya and, suddenly, no public events were allowed. The crest-fallen little faces and 
the communal sigh of disappointment in the assembly hall as we announced the news 
were heart-wrenching. And little did we know then that this was just going to be the beginning of a whole 
trail of frustrations for these young students. 
Just 2 days later, Sunday 15th March – ‘Bam’ – all schools closed – with immediate effect. The rest is history 
as they say, and how our school community responded to the rapid shift to online learning was really quite 
amazing, all things considered. But history is always still in the making and, above all else. I believe that what 
Covid19 will come to mean for us is an affirmation of all that we cherish at Kivukoni: That primary education 
is about togetherness; the social skills and inspiration that are generated in living and working together is 
irreplaceable.   
Being a part of the Kivukoni student community is both challenging and nurturing and no technological 
software can ever cultivate the same emotional intelligence and healthy well-being that a wholesome, 
supportive and holistic learning environment can. That children thrive in an inspiring, healthy environment, 
open to the elements and learning with all 5 senses engaged. To be immersed in the natural world, treating it 
with respect and appreciating it for its beauty, value and intrigue, is an ideal foundational educational setting.
That parents are pivotal to their children’s education and community around this chapter of their lives.  
Parents’ engagement in their children’s approach to their work is something we will continue to encourage 
and nurture.
As families the world over have learned to appreciate the value of schools, teachers and community, I strongly 
believe that what Covid has taught us and our children will only serve to fuel our fire here at Kivukoni – 
where children really do love to learn!
I would personally like to thank the great commitment of the teachers and support staff at Kivukoni, who 
have determinedly persisted regardless of their own challenging circumstances during  shut-downs and have 
continued to dedicate themselves to the progress and well-being of their students at all times.  
Thank you also to the school board, notably Sarah and Sassy, (more inside) and also Etienne, my husband, 
whose unwavering support has helped guide us through these stormy waters, despite sailing dangerously 
close to the wind at times.  I am immensely grateful for the quiet support behind the scenes at all times.
And to our parents who have also been through ‘hell and high water’ – thank you for sticking the course, and 
thanks to many of you for your helpful feedback and ideas.
We are all weathering this storm together and we are hugely appreciative of all the crew on board.  
Above all, we very much look forward to brighter horizons ahead.

DIRECTOR’S WORD

After the Storm, the Sun will Shine Again
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“On the other side of a storm is the strength 
that comes from having navigated through it. 

Raise your sail and begin”
Gregory S. Williams

5



6



Lucy Oliff
Director

Mary Kamau
Manager

Saida Mshilla
Admin

Pauline Rehema
Support

Judy Kadenge
Accounts

Khamis Ngao
Accounts

Vincent Onyango
Foreman

Misty Holmes
Learning Support

Janet Kinoi
Chef

Grace Charo
Catering

Jumwa Gude
Domestic

Nuru Ali Said
Domestic

Salama Muleywa
Domestic

Joseph Karisa
Transport Team

Mwarabu Nyale
Grounds

Katana Kenge
Grounds

Gona Charo
Grounds

Patrick Kenga
Security

Felix Otieno
Grounds

Stephen Dzombo
Security

Samuel Karisa
Security

Joseph Kahindi
Security

Bosco Kahindi
Security

Joshua Ochieng
Transport Team

7



EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD IN     THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

8



EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD IN     THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

9



The achievement of playgroup as a class was 

wonderful even though it was a short chap-

ter for them this year. They however made 

the big step from home to school, which 

can be the hardest part of all! They have 

enjoyed learning different things around the 

environment, especially during freeflow and 

sports, and have become much more 

interactive during class activities. 

The most noticeable achievement is how 

they socialize/interact with each other both 

in and outside the class. They have made 

new friends, and started to understand what 

it means to be part of a team. 

I have had a wonderful time with this little 

group in 2019/20 and wish them all the best. 

Ms. Asia
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Dear FS1, I salute you all. It has been an 

honour to be your teacher. I can proudly 

say that I have enjoyed teaching you, de-

spite my absence in part this year. You have 

been a very busy, lively and co-operative 

class, even during the Covid 19 pandemic.  

For those that could relate to the online 

learning, you continued to show determi-

nation to do your best. I cherish the moments we shared when 

we went to Haller park and also during 

World Book Day when you were excited-

ly dressed in different characters. As you 

move to the next class, I urge you to keep 

letting your lights shine brightly; you all are 

very special children. All the best as you 

continue with your learning journey. I will 

surely miss you. Ms. Evelyn
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FS2

Throughout this year, the FS2 children have 

blossomed and become more confident while 

learning to do their best in all they engage in. 

Their favourite activities included swimming, 

Forest School, art, STEM and the weekly 

clubs. Their determination and bravery we 

cannot forget as they beat all odds to  partic-

ipate very well during the rainy Junior Sports 

Day, held in the first t
erm. They have learnt 

and are gradually adopting the value of perse-

verance, a lot of which has been displayed in 

this last term of the year during the Distance 

Learning program. Most children responded 

to the unfamiliar ‘school environment’ and 

coped really well, managing to produce some 

amazing work at home.  

Quote: ‘Try out new things, so that you learn 

more. Things that seem hard to do give you 

the chance to get better. Try, 
try and keep 

trying!’

Ms. Schola
12



Dear Year One,I write this letter to you, with mixed feelings 

of sadness and excitement! I am excited to see 

you move on to another class. You are well 

equipped for your next new adventure ahead!

Why am I sad? Time has passed by too fast; I 

would have loved to spend more time togeth-

er as a class and get to know you even better 

and to see you every day become the greatest 

students you are. You are eagles that soar high 

up in the sky, for you have learned to face chal-

lenges with a smile and with confidence. You 

do not give up and that is why you have made

great progress! Yes, you are ready for the next 

step! As you go to Year Two, continue to be 

your very best. Always know I am here if you 

need a cuddle.Your first primary teacher,
Ms. Carol
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MESSAGE TO MY ADORABLE YEAR 2 Time flies 

so fast, I cannot believe that the academic year has 

ended already. I had the pleasure of working with you 

for one term only -  and now in a ‘remote’ setting. But 

hey, it has been so much fun and loads of wonderful 

experiences with you! I will really miss you all. This 

has been a class with lots of love, hugs, stories, curiosi-

ty, kindness, dancers, great footballers and, most of all, 

the loudest including their teacher...oops! Ms Carol 

would always come to tell us to please tone it down a 

little! You never get bored for sure. Our Term 2 Topic 

being ‘Ocean and Seas’ was enjoyed by all. You loved 

the beach activities and mangrove study, having our 

own fish tank in class, taking care of crabs and other 

creatures that would creep by and, to top it all, our 

class trip to Kuruwitu. It was the first time for most 

of us to snorkel-the feeling of seeing life under the 

water was breath-taking, and will stay with us forever.  

Thank you so much Year 2 for such great fun with you 

all. I am happy to still be seeing you in Year 3!

Ms. Winnie
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Year
3

As the students joined Year 3, they were excited to 

be in a new Key Stage – KS2. They all ventured on 

board armed with new strengths that have been devel-

oped throughout the academic year, regardless of the 

covid-circumstances.  Perseverance and resilience were 

order of the day in Terms 2 and 3 as they rose admira-

bly to so many new challenges.

The topics this year were; ‘The Rainforest’, ‘Space 

Explorers’ and ‘The Vikings’. One of the highlights was 

the trip to Bamburi’s Haller Park. The students had a 

great time exploring a new environment,  experiencing 

different animals and the humid weather of the forest. 

The fun did not end there; we had an amazing night 

under the skies watching and learning about the stars 

and constellations. The visit from the planetarium team 

crowned it all as the students enjoyed discovering more 

about what our universe is like!

I wish you all a pleasant year ahead as you move to 

year 4. It was an amazing experience nurturing and 

teaching you. “The only thing you have to fear is not giving 100%.”

Sir Dennis Ogaro
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Dear Year 4,

I want you to know how grateful I am to have been 

your teacher. Every moment, every day has been filled 

with new experiences. I have enjoyed your company, 

your laughter, your ideas, your personality and your 

uniqueness.

 
You have grown, you have matured, and you are 

better today than yesterday. My wish is that you keep 

seeking knowledge; keep asking, keep searching, keep 

reading, keep exploring. Keep the joy in learning and 

never stop.

 
I believe you are all capable of doing anything in the 

world that you want to. Please carry with you the pas-

sion, the perseverance, and the dedication you showed 

throughout the year.

 
Work hard in Year 5 and remember how awesome 

you are! I will miss you all…Wishing you success in the 

next year!

Ms. Eliza

Year 4

16



To my totos:  you drove happily to year 

5 and now the time has come for you to 

depart to year 6. Going through the abnor-

mal third term, I feel I should have you for 

another term. I have grown fond of you 

my children and am finding it hard to let 

you go. However, you are ready to go and 

shine brighter with each of your unique 

and exceptional personalities. You are a 

great class. It has been a privilege to have 

been your teacher and to have shared so 

many special moments with you. Thank 

you for an incredible year. I love you all 

and wish you every success in your lives.

Ms. Janet
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It is hard to believe the school year is almost over! It feels like 

yesterday when you first came to Year 6. Each and every day 

has been filled with unforgettable moments in Year 6. We 

laughed, debated, played and most importantly - learned! It 

has been a great year full of discovery and adventure for us 

as a class. It has been amazing to see how each of you have 

grown and developed, emotionally and intellectually over the 

course of the academic year. I am proud of the work that you 

have accomplished both individually and as a class. It is with 

love and, admittedly a little sadness, that I send you off my 

girls and boys to continue the next stage of your learning in 

Year 7, and indeed move away myself. I will have fond memo-

ries of my time at Kivukoni with you all. 

       Ms. Cate

It has been an honour and a privilege to watch you all grow 

into wonderful children as I have had that rare opportunity of 

moving three classes with you. I can’t believe time’s gone so 

quickly, as they say - time flies when you are having fun. Who 

could forget the events of the trips we had and, notably, the 

residential trip to Camp Kenya. That was fun! I’ll always keep 

in my heart dearly the lovely morning moments when I got 

high jump hugs from a bunch of you.

As you continue through life, never forget to keep learning, to 

keep having fun and to always smile. I am so proud of you all!

        Ms. B
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Dear year 7,So the year is coming to an end and you will 

all be moving up to the next class. It has been 

a challenging but great year and I want you to 

know that I have enjoyed every moment of 

teaching you. But you have also taught me a 

few things like helping and encouraging me to 

swim during our snorkeling trip!

But seriously, you’ve kept me busy, and it’s 

been great fun. I hope you feel the same and 

that you will take what you have learned this 

year and build on it as you continue your 

studies.
Each one of you have a bright future ahead of 

you. Work hard and enjoy your school days!

Thank you for everything Year 7.

“Life itself is your teacher, and you are in a state of 

constant learning”- Bruce Lee
With Love,Sir Kim
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Year
8

My dear citizens of the 
universe, 
I looked forward to 
receiving you all at 

the   beginning of the year and now, as I look 
back, I am so proud of how each one of you 
has blossomed. Your success is my pride and 
watching you grow confirms that I made the 
right choice to become a teacher. 
It has been an amazing year with you all; one 
filled with laughter, tears, scolding, making 
fun, goofing, deadlines, pressure, panic, fun, 
gossip etc. I have learnt so much more from 
you than you can imagine and I am grateful to 
you all for that. 
As we come to the end of this phase of our 
journey, we remember all the things we love 
and hold dear, but we also courageously step 
into a big world of the unknown. We can’t 
deny the feeling of uncertainty, the expecta-
tions, wishes and hopes. But we can also have 
trust and determination that it is time to fly 
and leave our beautiful nest. The world out 
there is full of wonderful opportunities and 
experiences waiting for us to conquer. 
I look forward to a reunion very soon; I can’t 
wait to hear all of your wonderful success sto-
ries wherever you may go. 
Go out into the world and BE the difference!
Ms. E

My Amazing Classmate
Lindsay
L-is for the loving support you give to everyone
I-is for how independent you are
N-is you the never-ending passion you have for things
D-is for your determination
S-is for your sincerity
A- is for the appreciation you give to others
Y-is for your young at heart

Shaun 
The friend that will never leave you hanging, he is always smiling in 
class and he’s full of humour. Shaun works very hard in class and 
outside of class, he is very independent, always ready to try out 
new things.  Shaun loves nature. He is patient with the wildlife, if 
there was an animal in class he would be the one that would take 
care of it, he would pick it up with his hands and put it somewhere 
safe outside. If he didn’t come to school, our class would be very 
quiet. I will miss him so much.

Jumai 
She is fun to hang out with. 
She loves dissing. 
Jumai is also funny and open-hearted. 
Jumai can defend you.
She shares her things. 

20



My Amazing Classmate
Baraka 
He is truly a blessing, it’s even in the name.
His modesty is admired together with his kindness.
The purest of hearts, and a remarkable personality.
Honestly he’s one of a kind, being loved by everyone.
He chooses to work with his strengths and not his weaknesses.
A ray that shines down on darkness, a flower blooming during 
the winter.
All i can say is that he is amazing and incomparable. 

Fatma
Fatma is a very hard worker, she is very clever, she gives up 
time for her work. Her face is always full of smiles, she will 
always be there for you. She is always volunteering to help 
someone if they need help or if they are lost. Fatma is a neat 
and clean student, if you were to see her books in class you 
would be amazed. She never gives up that easily when some-
thing is challenging or difficult to do, she will always find a way 
to tackle them. She has a beautiful voice, you should hear her 
singing. She has been an amazing class mate. 

Sharyne 
She is more fun than any-thing;
Exceptional at swimming, maths and art;
Her name will be known everywhere, all the way to Bei-jing;
But she will always be special in our heart;
She is simply amaze-ing;
No matter what she will always take part;
And to Sharyne, I wish you luck with every-thing.

Moses 
He may look small 
But his knowledge is like a big mall
Sharing his knowledge is what he does the most
But surely that’s not all
Football,volleyball
He can do them all
But we cant forget he’s never ending quest
Playing chess is what he likes the best

Arika 
You never compare
Which is a nice quality you share
Your not a quick thinker, but you are a quick sprinter
Your jokes are corny, but that’s what makes them funny
Certificates aren’t easy to get, but the award for amazing 
classmates
You sometimes out-do the rest!!!

Rahma 
Fun and games
Dancing and singing
Energetic and playful
Jokes and laughter  
Your smile brightens the day
From your silly habits to your crazy talks
Patiently tolerating everything
With strength and courage
And supporting me every step of the way
If you weren’t my friend 
I  don’t know what I’d do
No more food 
Just kidding ;)

Felicity 
She is more than just a classmate,
A friend with whom you can share your thoughts with,
A friend with whom can sort most of you strife and homeworks,
A friend that gives you a hand after you’ve fallen on the field,
A friend who shares her ideas in class and on the field,
The girl that never forgets her classmates birthdays,
Well…. Most of the time
The fist friend i had and gotten used to in kivukoni
Her smiles with which warms your heart
Great talents she has
Swimming, dancing, gymnastics.
Don’t forget her blazing speed too. 
And her name is none other than Felicity.
My amazing classmate

Antonina 
Antonina is a good classmate because she works hard at every-
thing she does. She is very open minded and has a great heart. 
She helps people get back up if they are down. She is very 
smart and very clever. She has a fairly good sense of humour. 
She is good at sports and she is very fast on the tracks. She is 
one of my good friends. 
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IT
What’s a significant tech- related skill that students learned during distance learning? 
Well, from my point of view, I will say that:
• Learners have acquired their own personal emails and can manage them confidently. 
• DL has become a reality to learners and they had to embrace it. They adapted to the 

new system of learning and made it a reality. It stopped being the way they used to 
watch it in the movies and reading about it theoretically. 

• It has taught most students to be independent, especially with assignments and re-
search work online.

• Technology has become a basic need in a student’s daily life.
• It is a medium of communication and a learning tool at the same time.
• Most learners can now readily interact with their colleagues and teachers though dis-

tantly apart.

How will IT classes change in the next year based on how we have all used tech this 
term, if there is any change at all? 
     IT classes will be able to evolve more quickly next year as: 
• Topic IT and Computing (IT) Lessons will be much easier to teach and handle because 

learners have improved their computing skills greatly  through the remote learning 
experiences.

• Students are now all good Digital Citizens;  they know the right and safe sites to ac-
cess ,and the responsible way to behave online. 

• We will also be adopting more of the new Coding curriculum, in order to prepare students 
for formal Computing assessments in the near future. 

What would you like to share regarding IT in term 1, 2 and 3? 
• Learners have learnt a great deal about Internet Safety this year - they know what 

cyberbullying is and how to avoid it, as well as other pitfalls of the internet. 
• Some learners, especially KS3, have developed more programming skills and most of 

them developed amazing Web Pages and Websites using HTML.
• Britannica has been a valuable and powerful search engine which has made learning 

safe and full of fun through exploration and research in all areas of learning.
• Kiddle is also used by our learners as a browser instead of Google Chrome and Firefox. 

Kiddle is a child friendly browser which contains only the content suitable for school chil-
dren.

• Seesaw and Google Classroom have been incredible and versatile digital platforms which 
both students, parents and staff keep learning more and more about.

• It has been an exciting year for Information Technology at Kivukoni - and we hope to 
keep integrating these newly learnt skills and platforms  into other aspects of school 
life once we are all back in real life action again. 
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Crazy Hair Day!

GUESS
WHO?!

‘Remote’ Crazy hair day was 
a great success with many a groovy 

design shared across the ether during 
Term 3.  It certainly went to the

 teachers’ heads too! 
Everyone needs to let their hair down, 

or perhaps put it up - from 
time to time!
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...Oh The Places     We’ve Been!
From the ruins of ancient civi-
lization, to the futuristic Lunar 
park, from the floor of the ocean 
to the dizzy heights of mangrove 
boardwalks, everybody loves the 
adventures that await them in our 
dynamic school trip program. 
Being exposed to some of the 
natural and cultural wonders that 
surround us here on the coast is a 
vital part of the children’s learning 
experience, and it is these special 
days out that create lasting  im-
pressions and memories for the 
children. 

Whether it’s handling a tortoise 
for the first time,  experiencing 
the treasures of the coral reef, or 
simply having a fun day out with 
friends - any trip, as well as being 
a welcome break to routine, is also 
leverage for a host of questions 
and research once back in school.   
A day out and about is never a day 
wasted, but rather a day invested 
in courage, companionship, and 
curiosity about the real world 
around us.
We were so very sad that the older students didn’t get to enjoy the 
adventurous residential trips that usually take place in Term 3, and will look 
forward to these all the more next year, all being well! 
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...Oh The Places     We’ve Been!
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Exciting       Events
The school year is punctuated with 
special events that add colour and 
excitement to the regular routines of 
school life.

Halloween fancy dress, Family Quiz 
at the Creek Club, the Triathlon, 
Bike-hike, School Discos, World 
Book Day… the list goes on -  and 
the list goes online too! 

Be it team games, cultural celebra-
tions or fancy dress, all these spe-
cial days provide opportunities for 
creativity, building the community 
and opening our eyes to new ways of 
seeing and doing things.
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Exciting       Events
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SPORTS ACHIEVEMENTS
Throughout this year there has been a number of noteworthy occasions in the sports 
departments.  
Kivukoni school students showed their commitment to hard work, teamwork,desire to 
win and 
motivation to succeed.
Pupils from across all age groups competed in matches and tournaments. They worked 
together and showed everyone the true meaning of never giving up, being strong under 
the hot sun, and always cheering and supporting each other - Go Kivukoni!

There have been some great ‘firsts’ this year:
• We played handball for the first time
• Year 7 and 8 played basketball on a regular basis
• The juniors succeed in cross country -1 gold,1 silver, 2 bronze
• AKAM athletics won a shield (3rd position)-first time ever!
• 3 out of 4 Hockey teams came away victorious and glowing after the 

MCHA tournament.

All of these are instances of never giving up, being hopeful and courageous, and always 
having fun -   We are truly proud of the renowned Kivukoni sports spirit! 
Sir Moyse
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SPORTS

At first teaching PE online was scary. We 
were not allocated live lessons and it was 
challenging to monitor the children’s in-
volvement and progress. 
We soon adapted to live lessons and de-
spite the expected internet challenges, 
we actually had FUN doing various aero-
bic activities -  and being  physically  fit.
Some of the students challenged the 
teachers to a fitness competition;  we all 
know who won!

Sir. Kelvin

Coach Kelvin
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COOL     CLUBS
Kivukoni’s extra-curricular clubs 
are another fun part of the 
week. The students select from 
a wide range to suit different 
interests; outdoor ninjas, ac-
robatics, cookery (top fave!), 
chess, mazingira, crafts, ukelele, 
tennis and dancing to name 
but a few. Huge thanks to our 
volunteering parents who help 
add interest to the line up each 
term, and to alumnae Lila, 
Shuki and Amelie for presenting 
some online clubs in Term 3.   
These are all on our Kivukoni 
Youtube channel - if you want 
to learn how to make Aunty 
Janet’s famous scones..!
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COOL     CLUBS
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One of Kivukoni’s 2019 theatrical highlights was no doubt - ‘Big Small World’ - which was cast 
and performed in collaboration with the Elephant Queen Outreach & Educational program and 
the Youth Theatre of Kenya (YTK).

Based on the film ‘The Elephant Queen’ it is the poignant story of Stephen, an Egyptian goose 
gosling, who gets lost in the wilderness of Tsavo, and must rely on his friends -  dung beetles, 
killifish, fireflies, chameleons and elephants – to help him reunite with his family.

BIG small
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WORLD

To watch the promo of the production, visit:  https://youtu.be/PB_uI75HE-I

Rehearsals and preparations spanned nearly two terms, during which the cast not only per-
fected their roles, songs and lines, but also learnt about the ecology of Tsavo and the natural 
history of the characters. 
Bravo to them all, for a most memorable, colorful and musical extravaganza.
A ‘shout-out’ to Lizzie Jago, Jazz Moll, Collins Atito and Emmanuel Njenga from YTK for their 
talent and patience in guiding the production, to all Kivukoni staff for their tireless input and 
to artist, supporter and parent, Tash Needham-Clarke for her creative flair in costume design. 
Our thanks to ‘The Elephant Queen’ team for the inspiration, and for choosing Kivukoni to 
pilot their first ‘outreach’ theatre production. 
Asanteni wote and as overheard after the final performance… ’Lookout Broadway’!
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This musical presentation, a collabora-
tion between the Early Years and Year 
1, was a celebration of diversity in na-
ture and the circle of life.  It was told 
through the eyes of Daisy the cow, a 
courageous character who didn’t take 
‘no’ for an answer - wonderfully per-
formed by Darya, who had Mario, the 
very grumpy Mr Bull, to contend with!

It was  a feat of creativity and team 
work, with the many differ-
ent characters and cos-
tumes involved. It was also 
unique in that it was pre-
sented in honour of our dear 
friend, Mama Zak, who was 
indeed as generous, cheerful 
and giving as the sunflow-
er itself in the story.  The 
play reflected her nature 
well on a few levels; she was 
Daisy - loving, caring and 
courageous. But she was 
also Mr. Bull - a no-nonsense 
lady, strict but fair, firm 
and committed too.  And like 
the bees, bugs and butter-
flies, she was colourful, wild 
and fun! A generous spirit, 
as unique as the different seeds that 
we sow, and above all, a radiant Sun-
flower indeed.  Sam would have been 
so proud of the young students them-
selves, giving their all on the stage 
and joyfully celebrating diversity and 
the circle of life. 

Great appreciation goes to the junior 
school creative design coordinator, Ms 
Asia, who came up with some splendid 
backdrops and outfits for the children, 
as well as Ms Carol and Ms Scola for 
directing and guiding the young per-
formers. Asanteni to all on Grassy Hill!

Sunflower in my
Supper
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There is ‘eco’ in Kivukoni whichever way you look at it.  Entirely solar-powered, 
off  the grid, and designed with respect for local sustainable craftsmanship as 

central pillars,  the physical infrastructure is the foundation for a healthy respect 
for our precious earth. 

With each passing year, the Kivukoni environment becomes yet more abundant and beautiful, with 
thanks to the students and staff.  Active appreciation of this inspiring environment is central to the 
school’s culture- and the students themselves will testify that it is one of greatest things they love 
about the school. Just speak to any alumnae! If our graduates take with them this inherent apprecia-
tion of green spaces, ecological diversity and healthy living, Kiv-eco-ni is happy. But it goes beyond 
just living it for ourselves; our curriculum is designed to give students a broader understanding of 
the challenges concerning pressure on the environment and society around the world, whilst devel-
oping tools and ideas about how to mitigate the challenges that face us all, and how to spread the 
word. 
A major achievement this year, as part of Kiv-eco-ni’s efforts to  catalyze environmental and 
conservation education across Kenya, has been the collaboration with ‘The Elephant Queen Out-
reach & Education program’ in using the film, ‘The Elephant Queen’ in inspiring an appreciation of 
Kenya’s extraordinary natural heritage. In December 2019 Kivukoni hosted the Kenyan premiere 
screening of the film, enjoyed greatly by over 300 people.  A soon as Covid permits, Kivukoni will 
be facilitating the roll-out of “The Elephant Queen Mobile Cinema” which, led by a dedicated 
educational team, will take the film, in English, Swahili & Maa, together with a variety of 
educational resources to schools and communities across the Kenya. 
In the meantime, please visit the film’s educational website – www.elephant.co.ke – to explore 
reading books, educational info-clips and interviews about the film and elephants for children.

KIV-ECO-NI
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In Loving Memory of 
Mama Zak

Kivukoni School  would not be what it is today without one very special lady; 
Sam Henderson, fondly known to us all as Mama Zak.
Mama Zak has been involved in the school’s development since the very beginning, 
believing passionately in the ethos, and wanting to do all she could to help 
make the dreams come true. 

Not only did she financially invest in much of the infrastructur-
al development of both the school and the Creek Club, but she 
gave of her time, creativity and energy in a whole host of other 
ways too, never missing an event, never failing to be there when 
help was needed, and keeping the spirit of Kivukoni alive, kick-

ing and laughing!  Mama Zak was passionate 
about the power of the creative arts, as well as 
the value of green spaces;  many a tree in the 
Wangari Maathai forest is planted with her 
own bare hands, and many a costume in the 
drama store was designed by them too!  She 
would have been most proud of the junior 
school ‘Sunflower’ show that was presented in 
her honour in December (see drama pages).

In 2015  Sam and Zak moved to the Uk for further schooling, but they would 
still be here every half term and holiday, enjoying and nurturing their 
Kivukoni family, community and home.
It was with very deep sadness that we lost Mama Zak very suddenly to cancer in 
October last year, 2019.  Being the hugely warm and effervescent character that 
she was, her absence is greatly felt by many in the Kilifi community.  At school 
we greatly  miss the gift of her company,  support and positive energy. 
Mama Zak – you will never be forgotten here at Kivukoni.  
Your sunny countenance will be immortalized with both a big wooden 
sunflower  at school, and a beautiful brass sundial that will be ceremoniously 
placed in the Creek Club. 
 We look forward to a celebration of your wonderful life  and all that you 
achieved and made possible as soon as circumstances allow it. In the meantime, we do our best to keep doing 
as you instructed in your final weeks;

‘LIVE – LOVE – LAUGH’
You were certainly a master in all 3 – 

and so we learn from the best!
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Tuning In
“If music be the food of joyful little souls – play on...”  (sorry Mr Shakespeare!)
And play on they do! Not a day passes without tunes, rhythms and songs from 
every corner of school – even the playground with the giant marimba there for 
all to enjoy. Singing is alive and ringing in every class, and combined weekly 
singing sessions make for powerful experiences of musical togetherness.
Little Composers
Since September we introduced ‘children are composers’ in music class for FS2.  
Following a methodology from Belgium this makes listening to and writing mu-
sic easy and fun for the children. 
The foundation is introducing a colour for each note , and shapes like the star, 
the moon and the sun for the musical intervals. Then we played lots of games 
linking the colours to the notes, and the shapes to the intervals.
We also discovered a new musical instrument every week, so the chil-
dren got to know the piano, guitar, flute, cello, ... those discoveries are 
magic for them and make them curious about the world of music and to 
learn to listen to music and instruments attentively.
Hopefully we can continue our lessons soon, and not long from now 
they can compose a song and write it on a musical score, effortlessly!

Music Technology 
Music at Kivukoni has always been an exciting venture for students 
and it has not been any different with the online learning.  From 
creating “Mountain Melodies” to writing rap songs, from playing the 
descant recorder to rehearsing and performing in groups using diverse 
musical resources, students have been abuzz throughout the year, ea-
ger to develop and produce music in many forms. 
If anything, the distance learning experience this year saw unprec-
edented creativity especially in the component of composing music 
digitally. The Year 4’s and Year 7’s learnt how to create melodies and 
ostinato using MUSICLAB song-maker and SPLICE beat maker. The 
Year 6’s used music composition software called MUSESCORE, whilst  
Year 8 also learnt how to layer music using INCREDIBOX. Our hope 
is that these inspiring digital resources have opened their eyes and ears 
to new possibilities in musical creativity, whilst still encouraging prac-
tical musicianship as much as possible as well. 
 
While the times have indeed been challenging, most students have 
demonstrated resilience and determination to stay focused on their 
tasks. I am really proud of the effort that these wonderful students 
have made in making music come alive,  even in the darkness. 

37



ART
Do you view art as just messy 
playtime for kids? Or do you re-
alize it’s so much more than that? 
Art can be good for children in 
many ways. Here at Kivukoni it 
is amazing to listen and see how 
our students create stories out 
of their work, passionately dis-
cussing the imagined events and 
landscapes.  In Early years we 
explored with colours  trying out 
different techniques and materi-
als and exploring their qualities.  
In Yr1 they enjoyed collage, and 
using colours  to express emo-
tion. It was a great pleasure to see 
their Art interest and vocabulary 
growing throughout the year.
Ms. Purity
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& ARTISTS

Art has been around for thou-
sands of years, and used for lots 
of purposes- from telling stories, 
passing messages and giving 
instructions to creating imagi-
nary worlds and most important 
personally- especially this year-  
expressing oneself. Alongside 
learning and practicing skills in 
drawing, sculpture and print-
making, students from Year 8 to 
year 2 have been encouraged to 
express themselves using these 
skills. During distance learning, 
students learned to be resource-
ful as they got creative with what 
was available and made thought-
ful and thorough artworks. 
Ms. Rupal
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SCOUTS

This has certainly been an interesting and unique 
year for French students. However, they made good 
progress, and were able to successfully adapt to the 
demands of distance learning. Bravo!
 
In KS2 we have been looking at expressing simple 
opinions and conversations by using adjectives 
and verbs, as well as exploring French culture and 
festivals.  We ended up having each student choose 
a French name depending on their birthday. For the 
year 3’s it’s just the beginning of a more structured 
session, coupled with activities to enhance speech 
and listening skills. As for the year 4 class, most have
 acquired some basic vocabulary, hence becoming 
confident with trying out the simple words they have 
learnt for self expression.
 
KS3 focussed on expressing opinions in different 
tenses, notably, the perfect tense and the near future. 
We expanded our vocabulary by looking at hob-
bies, sports, healthy eating habits, weather, parts of 
the body, and describing someone’s character and 
physical attributes. With regards to French culture, 

we looked at identifying places in town and giving 
directions as well as telling time using both the 12 
and 24-hour clock system. Well done to all of you. 
Merci a tous!
Sir Kim & Ms. Schola

FRENCH

The scouting movement has continued to grow, not only worldwide, but also here in Kivukoni. We have been 
engaging in various activities, among them a scouts camp where the scouts are given an opportunity to devel-
op their skills.
We have been learning most of the life skills and putting them into practice during our weekly meetings.
We had a great achievement when we had our own Scout leader, Sir Dennis, elected as a Sub County Scouts 
Commissioner (SCPC) in charge of all scouting programs in Kilifi, North Sub-County. We celebrate this 
achievement and wish to see the scouting movement grow and expand wider.
Bravo!
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KISWAHILI
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
The Kivukoni school council is a group of pupils elected each year by their peers to become in-
volved in the affairs of the school, working in partnership with school management and staff.  It 
includes two elected members from each class from year 3 - 8 with voting taking place by secret 
ballot.We value the voice of all our students and the contribution they can make to their school, 
hence they are given the opportunity to express their views on issues of concern to them on a 
termly basis.
For the council members themselves, it gives students an opportunity to develop leadership and 
communication skills in addressing issues and organizing school events and activities. 
This year the school council organised charity days to raise money for the following:
-School sports equipment
-Takaungu Creek
-Kilifi Red Cross
The activities that the children took part in were: walk to school, 
giant obstacle course and Crazy Hair Day.
From the student council desk,
Ms Eliza

Outstanding 
Personalities

Mohamed, Njeeri, 
Kauthar and Fatma 
were chosen for the 

values shown through-
out the year: Empathy, 

Perseverance and 
Independence. 

Congratulations to all 
four well deserved titles 

of Outstanding 
Personalities of the 

2019/20 School Year!
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Project Based Learning
The Lower Secondary years 7 and 8 engage in Project Based Learning, or PBL each year. This involves a 
practical, real-world process of collectively choosing a project, planning the process and finally creating or 
delivering it. Students necessarily develop collaboration and communication skills in order to succeed, and 
the learning curve is steep! 
Year 7 challenged themselves with projects on Diwali and a mobile library called “Books- A -Sail” in terms 
1 and 2, respectively. ‘Books-a-Sail’ was a noteworthy highlight as they worked hard to design, then saw, 
hammer and nail, and finally paint a mobile book-cart - (or ship!) as well as manage the library system. 
Term 3 brought a different challenge altogether as they adapted to an online project about Kenya during 
school closures,  and independently made elaborate presentations on various aspects on Kenya’s rich heri-
tage and culture. 

Year 8 explored healthy habits in Term 1, researching, discussing and even implementing them, tracking 
their own progress and the difference it made. They finally invited the community to a presentation of 
“Healthy Body, Healthy Mind”, where all were challenged to take better care of ourselves!
‘Astronomy’ was term 2’s project and the ‘The Traveling Telescope’  stargazing excursion was a wrap upon 
our experiential approach.  It was a genuinely awesome experience, seeing our planet earth in a whole new 
perspective!
PBL continues to engage the students in new and exciting ways, giving agency to their learning, and en-
abling to make valuable contributions to our community, as well as self discoveries along the way.
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Lower Secondary Wacky Awards 
The Most Sporty Awards go to:

Kelvin & Peewee.
The Eternal Complainer:

Iwan & Moses
The Sleeping Beauty (most likely to be caught 

sleeing in class):
Cedella & Shaun

Teacher’s Pet Awards:
Cedella, Lilly, Sharyne, Fatma & Antonina

Most likely to be a Teacher:
Celina, Moses & Lindsay

Most Likely to be President:
Dwyane & Antonina

Most Likely to Cheer You:
Iwan, Cedella, Kelvin, Evelyn,  Felicity & Peewee

The Best Dancer:
Cedella & Jumai

The Kindest:
Lilly & Rahma

Voted the Kali Teacher:
Ms. E by both Year 7 & 8

Voted the Wackiest Teachers:
Sir Kim by Year 7. Ms. E and Ms. Lucy by Year 8

Best Singer:
Celina & Fatma

Most Likely to be Late to Their Own Wedding::
Henri, Cedella & Shaun

Most Positive:
Lali, Shaun, Felicity, Rahma & Fatma

The Funniest:
Iwan & Rahma

Most Likely to Survive a Zombie Apocalypse:
Kelvin & Shaun

Most Contagious Laugh:
Celina & Rahma

InsightsInsights
On Empathy
Tell me about a time someone empathized with you, 
and what that meant to you.
I fell down and cut my hand and feet. Ayman showed 
me empathy and it made me feel a lot better with 
someone there who knew what I needed at the time. 
- Lily Amy
How do you think we can increase empathy?
By helping a person going through the same difficult 
moment you did in the past and then that person that 
you helped will feel bad when that person sees that 
he has gone through the same thing will help anoth-
er person then it will go on and on - Dwyane
By being there for people and never giving up for 
them- Celina
Explore the heart, not the brain and always make 
sure you try on others shoes before making a judge-
ment.- Moses

On Perseverence
What’s one subject or thing you feel you have perse-
vered in through the year?
putting effort in work and trying my best to finish it 
on time- Omondi
Numeracy and P.E - Lily Amy
Gymnastics- Zuri
music lessons- Neema
What is one thing you especially want to persevere 
in?
Possibly chess, I have just joined an online chess 

class full of children who are many years older than 
me and much better than me at the game. I shouldn’t 
be put off by them beating me and persevere through 
it. - Moses
I am determined to overcome being too emotional or 
taking this a bit too personal. I also try to see things 
from a realistic point of view.-Antonina
Fear - Baraka
My talent / conduct - Cedella
On swimming - Celina
Friendship- Lali

On Independence
What’s one thing that parents/teachers used to do for 
you, that you started doing by yourself this year?
Cleaning and cooking some times. - Shurntel
baking cakes - Ella
Using the internet- Imaan
my parents taught me how to cook my teachers 
taught me how to solve algebra - Faith
I have learnt how to use google slides and google 
docs.- Lily Amy
my dad taught me how to calculate a pie chart- Zuri
making my own lunch sometimes - Omondi
My teachers and parents used to solve my problems, 
now i solve my own problems - Lali
tell me when to study or remind me to submit my 
homework.- Anotnina
Writing my school diary.- Moses

Kiswahili- Imaan
Numeracy- Ella
Science- Edwin
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Congratulations 
Graduates

POEM TO MY YEAR 6

Another year has gone by so quickly,

I just don’t know where the time goes

Soon it will be time for saying goodbye

Instead of our usual hellos

 

I will miss all your smiling faces

When I think of all our fun times

We have journeyed to so many places

If only in our minds

 

And now you are ready for Year 7

I will be so sad to see you go

But that is what you will learn about life

We must always strive to learn, explore 

and grow.
KWAHERINI !

Ms. Catherine

Staff Leavers
We bade farewell to Ms Cate, coach Mwarimu and Mr Moyse this 
year, as all headed off for new chapters elsewhere. We are very 
grateful for what they brought to Kivukoni -  Ms Cate guiding 
Year 6 through their Edexcel exams with ever patient support, Mr 
Moyse sharing his passion for sports strategy with great skill, and 
Mwarimu nurturing many happy swimmers in the Creek Club 
pool. We wish you all the very best.  Asanteni sana. 
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BEYOND KIVUKONI
Kivukoni- and then what?
In an ideal world everyone has the right to an inspiring education. The Kenya vision 2030 empha-
sizes on providing globally competitive quality education, training and research to her citizens for 
national development and enhanced individual wellbeing - and we very much believe this is worth 
striving for.  Kivukoni is doing what it can to make an excellent holistic education affordable, and 
is now the process of creating a charitable trust to help raise funds to support a number of students 
each year through to Year 8.
But what happens beyond Year 8 - many of you may want to know.   And now, with 4 years of alum-
ni behind us (2 graduating from Year 6,  and 2 from Year 8) we can shine a light on where they have 
reached and how - and the importance of starting early  and aiming high when it comes to selecting 
secondary schools. 

Bursaries and Scholarships
If you admire a particular school, make it a reality and apply regardless of your financial circum-
stances. Fees can seem overwhelming, but you may find that money is not  the barrier for a student 
with potential. Our students have grown into very promising young citizens, and secondary schools 
are usually very keen to have them on board. Many schools appreciate  their fresh perspectives, well 
rounded characters, diverse cultures and backgrounds – and powerful, responsible voices. Just give it 
a try, and don’t give up too easily - you could be next! Most bursaries are means tested, so if they like 
the pupils, even if they are not  academic scholars, they may be generous with bursaries to make it 
possible. 
Here are some of our lucky Kivukoni alumni who have benefited from various scholarships and bur-
saries of different amounts so far, from 100% at Aga Khan Academy, Woodstock (India) and Gor-
donstoun (Scotland), 50% at Woodland Star, and a whole range of others at Light Academy, Brae-
burn (Tz, Mbsa and Nbi), Shree, RVA and Somerset House (South Africa). Congratulations to all of 
them - and may their learning journeys continue to be enriching. 
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School Board
Each year the school board is quietly guiding and advising as the school 
community grows and responds to new challenges and opportunities at 
every corner.  This year - we had no idea what we were going to meet 
around the corner of March 2020 - and it was a challenge like no 
other!  The support of the board was more valuable than ever, and 
we regularly Zoomed in on Saturday mornings, responding to the 
constantly shifting parameters and dilemmas that faced all private 

schools around the world. 
I am truly grateful for their counsel, and 

that we are still functioning and able to 
support and engage both our students 
and staff through this ongoing challenge is 
credit to the team work and expertise of all 
the board members combined.  Halimu, Nuala, Etienne, Sassy and 

Sarah - thank you.
These last two very special people have sadly had to leave us this year 

however - physically at least, and most certainly deserve special mention.  
Sarah Forde-Owuor and Sassy Molyneux have in effect been co-founders 

of the school, and board members from the very beginning. They have given their 
energy and support consistently over the last 10 years, and both Kivukoni would not be what it is 
today without their shared vision and commitment.  Sarah,  the founder and director of ‘Moving the 
Goal’ posts for many years, and now a communications consultant, brought us her organisation and 
communication skills, general wisdom and a passion for sports.  As a certified *Integral life coach, 
she also guided me through some of the more challenging times at school - and luckily we still know 
where to find her! She has been the board’s chairperson for many years - and rounded us all up with 
a fine blend of professionalism, courtesy and good humour. 
Sassy, senior social scientist and associate professor at Kemri Wellcome Trust, brought her expertise 
in human resource development,  good sense and sensibility, integrity and a steady commitment to 
making a high quality education accessible to many. She was also integral to the development of the 
Creek Club, and is an active ambassador for the school in Kenya and beyond.  We are very happy 
that she will remain on the school board for at least another year, albeit largely from a distance.  
This fine pair left us with a wonderful, light yet resonant farewell speech at our end of year assembly 
which will stay with us for years to come. We will be placing a picnic table in the Wangari Maathai 
Forest in their honour, and look forward to welcoming them back to enjoy time there in due course, 
as the forest of trees and students that they helped to nurtured grow all around.  Sarah and Sassy - 
thank you for always believing ‘tunaweza’.  Tunashukuru mno. 
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VIPINGORIDGE.COM

“I couldn’t believe there was so much for my kids to do each day.”
-Carol, mum of 3

 
Vipingo Ridge is open once again and offers you and your 

little ones the space to explore, swim, laugh and play.
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Asanteni Kivukoni Team- 
what a year it has been!50
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Health and Leisure club- Kilifi 
Tennis- swimming - yoga- wellness - happiness!

 creekclub@kivukoni.co.ke    0706 176340

creekclubkivukoni

Great for parties and weddings too!
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